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HIV/AIDS impacts the African-American 

community worse than any other ethnic group 
in the United States. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) report that Afri-
can-Americans account for 50 percent of all 
new HIV infections, which is an incredible 
number considering only 12 percent of the 
American population is African-American. The 
CDC further reported that 69 percent of all 
children born to infected mothers were Afri-
can-American. A study conducted by the Kai-
ser Family Foundation showed that African-
Americans accounted for 56 percent of deaths 
due to HIV in 2002. 

Public awareness about HIV/AIDS is vital. 
National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day will 
help educate the African-American community 
about the disease, including prevention and 
treatment. The first annual National Black HIV/
AIDS Awareness Day was held on February. 
23, 2001. The slogan for the day was ‘‘Get 
Educated, Get Involved and Get Tested.’’ Feb-
ruary 7 of each year is now recognized as Na-
tional Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. 

I was proud to cosponsor this important res-
olution that encourages State and local gov-
ernments, including their public health depart-
ments, to publicize the day in African-Amer-
ican Communities and to promote testing. The 
resolution encourages media organizations to 
carry messages in support of National Black 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. Most importantly, it 
encourages enactment of effective HIV pre-
vention programs. 

HIV/AIDS is a formidable threat to our Afri-
can-American communities. However, we can 
work together to ensure that the public is 
aware of the ways to prevent transmission of 
this disease and how individuals can protect 
themselves. But we can’t do this without fund-
ing. The Minority AIDS Initiative needs to be 
fully funded. The Ryan White Comprehensive 
AIDS Resources Emergency (CARE) Act is 
authorized through FY2005, so this year we 
need to ensure that no programs are under 
funded or dropped altogether. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution will result in in-
creased public awareness. As advocates work 
together to protect the African-American com-
munity, we in Congress need to ensure the 
Federal Government is doing our job to fund 
the programs that will halt the spread of HIV/
AIDS.
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Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, my remarks 
today are to pay tribute to the life of a valued 
public servant, Mr. Thomas Zipf, of St. Louis, 
MO. 

Mr. Zipf was a valued employee of the City 
of St. Louis Police Department where he 
served over 30 years and rose to the rank of 
Captain. Mr. Zipf was known throughout the 
force as being dedicated to his job and being 
driven by his desire to help and protect others. 

His love of life and passion for his commu-
nity live on through his wife, Mary Ann Zipf, 
and his two children, Kate, and Tom, Jr. His 
dedication to his job continues with his son, 
who is also an officer with the City of St. Louis 
Police Department. 

Mr. Speaker, the outpouring of support by 
family, friends, and the community made it evi-
dent to all what an extraordinary person and 
public servant Mr. Zipf was. His wife and two 
children are a great testament to his life and 
vision. My prayers are with his family, friends, 
and community today, as we honor his life.
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, Mr. FRANK of Massa-
chusetts, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. 
DELAHUNT, and I rise today to honor the ex-
traordinary achievements and contributions of 
Dr. Alvin F. Poussaint of Boston, Massachu-
setts. Dr. Poussaint has devoted his profes-
sional life to the eradication of racism in Amer-
ican society, and is one of the foremost ex-
perts in the world today on the topics of race 
relations, prejudice and diversity, and is also a 
world-renowned child psychologist. 

Dr. Poussaint, who was born in East Har-
lem, New York, on May 15, 1934, completed 
his undergraduate studies at Columbia Univer-
sity before receiving his M.D. from Cornell in 
1960. He went on to do postgraduate work at 
the UCLA Neuropsychiatric Institute, where he 
served as Chief Resident in Psychiatry in 
1964–65. 

Inspired by the burgeoning Civil Rights 
movement in the South, Dr. Poussaint chose 
to take a job as the Southern Field Director of 
the Medical Committee for Human Rights in 
Jackson, Mississippi, a position he held from 
1965–67. In that role, he courageously worked 
to provide medical care to civil rights workers 
and fought for the desegregation of health fa-
cilities throughout the South. 

Dr. Poussaint was influential in the founding 
of Operation PUSH (People United to Save 
Humanity) and served as the Chairman of its 
Board of Directors. Operation PUSH, which 
has since merged with the National Rainbow 
Coalition to form the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, 
has been a significant force in the struggle for 
racial equality in America, registering hun-
dreds of thousands of voters across the coun-
try, assisting in the election of hundreds of 
local, state and national leaders and lobbying 
for increased representation of minorities in 
many industries. 

As one of the nation’s preeminent psychia-
trists and experts on race relations, Dr. 
Poussaint has authored the books Why Blacks 
Kill Blacks (1972), Raising Black Children 
(1992, with Dr. J.P. Comer) and Lay My Bur-
den Down (2000, with Amy Alexander). His 
most recognizable work includes contributing 
articles to Ebony magazine, and acting as a 
consultant for several television projects, in-
cluding The Cosby Show. 

On Saturday, February 12, 2004, Dr. 
Poussaint will be honored in Boston, Massa-
chusetts for his wide-ranging contributions to 
the fields of civil rights, mental health, social 
justice and the needs of children. I would like 
to take this opportunity to extend my own 
heartfelt thanks and congratulations to him for 
his many years of tireless work for the enrich-
ment of our society. The dedication, intel-
ligence and compassion he brings to his work 

have helped him to touch countless lives, and 
we salute him for his invaluable contributions. 
Dr. Poussaint’s work has been a credit to our 
country and, indeed, the entire world.
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Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to introduce 
a Resolution expressing the Sense of the 
Congress that the United States should not 
ratify the Law of the Sea Treaty (‘‘LOST’’). 

The Law of the Sea Treaty was conceived 
in the early 1970s by the ‘‘New International 
Economic Order,’’ a United Nations political 
movement designed to transfer wealth and 
technology from the industrial nations to com-
munist and undeveloped nations. President 
Ronald Reagan recognized the threat this 
treaty would pose to America’s sovereignty 
and economic interests and rightly rejected the 
Treaty in 1982. 

Treaty proponents acted again in the 1990s, 
offering a separate ‘‘Agreement’’ that pur-
ported to amend the Treaty. This ‘‘corrected 
treaty’’ was also deemed unacceptable by the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee in 1994. 
Now we are once again facing a terribly 
flawed treaty that will hand over more of our 
sovereignty to a corrupt United Nations—just 
at a time when the extent of the United Na-
tions’ corruption is becoming more evident 
through the oil for food scandal in Iraq. 

What is specifically wrong with the Law of 
the Sea Treaty? 

The Law of the Sea Treaty will deem the 
oceans of the Earth as the ‘‘Common Heritage 
of Mankind.’’ The Treaty dictates that oceanic 
resources should be shared among all man-
kind. The effect of this will be U.N. control 
over the world’s seabeds—a full 70 percent of 
the earth’s surface. 

The Law of the Sea Treaty will also create, 
for the first time in history, an international 
body with the authority to collect taxes from 
American citizens. It is truly a U.N. global tax. 
This will come about as a fee on private enter-
prise and nation states from seabed mining, 
offshore oil platforms, and other raw material 
recovery activities. These fees will first be paid 
by the governments of the signatory states, 
which will then have the burden of collecting 
the monies back from the private enterprises 
engaged in seabed mining activities. 

This treaty will create a Law of the Sea Tri-
bunal, which will claim—and already has 
claimed—jurisdiction over the onshore as well 
as within the territorial sea or economic zones 
of coastal nations. This U.N. Tribunal could 
very well rule in a manner contrary to U.S. 
military, counterterrorism, and commercial in-
terests. 

Mr. Speaker, the Law of the Sea Treaty is 
a perfect example of ‘‘taxation without rep-
resentation’’ that our Founding Fathers re-
belled against. We should under no cir-
cumstances surrender one bit of American 
sovereignty or treasure to the United Nations 
or any other global body. I hope my col-
leagues will join me by co-sponsoring this 
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